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one which it behoves the nation to deal with, if it
values its liberties."

These words appeared on the 25th April 1910.

There have also been equally appropriate remarks
about public jobbery, but this has become such a
commonplace that I need not quote the newspapers
any further on this point.

In this chapter, however, I am principally con-
cerned with the disastrous consequences likely to
result from the Syndicalist giving the Caticus any
excuse for interfering with matters of real import-
ance to industrial prosperity or the individual wel-
fare of the artisan. I, therefore, particularly invite
the attention of those who are concerned with such
problems to two ghastly blunders of the Caucus
which have gravely injured the wealth and credit
of this country in regard to land.

From about 1840 onwards there were constant
and well-deserved complaints as regards the ver-
bosity of conveyancing and the complexity of all
land transfer. The most substantial complaints of
this kind were satisfied by the Conveyancing and
Settled Land Acts in the early eighties, which were
for the most part due to the late Lord Cairns.
Simultaneously an agitation had been carried on for
the registration of land on a voluntary system and
this was set up in 1875. This system was quite
different from the very sensible and efficient system
of deed registration in the counties of Middlesex and
Yorkshire, which had always given satisfaction as
from the latter part of the eighteenth century.
The whole system of conveyancing was working so
well that in 1894 the late Mr John Hunter, then